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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER," FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b)._.l 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 February 2006 . . 
2a)E3 This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims — , 

- ■ . ■ I Application No. 

4) ^ Claim(s) 44-61 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed.' *' • - 

6) ^ Claim(s) 4£61 is/are rejected. _^ .. _ ; t 

7) D Claim(s) _i_ is/are objected w ication - - • ■ 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

" r-D STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY ;JSE*- T .7 '<:.._ 

Application Papers LONGER, FROM THE MAYING DATE OF YhHS C</M\WUNkv. < . 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: ; §)□ .accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration jSj.objectjfo the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U:S^ §119 - , . . J^ This " uiion L 

: *fe this application isHn concfttirn^or rJlbvvrinr-r ?\r;f Y' • ^ ' - . ■ • 
12)Q Acknowledgment is nriad^of a cljairrj for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: ^ 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priprjty documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

; yapplic^ionjfo^ 

* Seejhej ^t taytifid j^l^l^j^fgee action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

.(/) is/are objected to.' 

Attach ment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) r ■ ^ 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing 1 Review (PTO-948) 1 :ef ' Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) O Information Disdosur^Statement(s).(CT.Q-14^9*or PTO/sWo8)epted or b)[ 5) CD Notice ofjnformal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(syMailDg^^^ uest ^ any ubjactiu1 10 the ufawintj(s , b J) ,□ Often 7 _ ■ 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office . , , t . A • J 7T~\~' i " ' ' ~~~ " 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) " *' tl int J mciu-- ^ : office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060426 

■ ■' ^ : ns ot ::;J ' : . 



Application/Control Number:09/575,088 



Art Unit: 3624 



Page 2 



Detailed Action 

Response to Amendment 

Claims 44-61 are pending. This action is in response to the amendment received 
February 17, 2006. 

. — . . R eS p 0nse t 0 Arguments 
The rejection of claims 44-61 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable over 
Pallakoff et al. (US 6,269,343) is maintained. 

. ^Aqpjiic^nt's arguments filed February 17, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

In response to the arguments concerning the previously rejected claims the 
following comments are made:' c ~^~'"~ * w ' ; 

Applicanfalleges"that tfie pribr art m'ade^bf 'record 'fails to : teach first and second level 
offers 1 for diffe^enPservices or goods. The examiner disagrees with applicant's 
representative since Pallakoff teaches first and second level offers for different services 
or goods (col. 8, lines 22-40: col: 47 lines 20-36^661. 11 , lines 25-42; abstract ). In other 
words, Pallakoff ^isdos^s differert 'lev^lW&^offei^ by having different price ranges for 
differenFpro^ first-level is 2 to 5 balls for $10 while 

second-level is 6 to 20 balls at $8. Thilis; different services are being offer at different 
levels. In that, his system allows sellers to set both a minimum number of buyers as 

well as a minimum volume of ^oodsor services' sold rand allows the seller to set limits 

! -wing commentsfare made'"" 

'v.; i-crvicu;: z: goods, -"me c:::\::vy ■ - 

• ^o-iiiaiive since i -aliakott teaches first and secooa idvei on^s 
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on the amount any one buyer could buy for a given offer. In addition, his system allows 
sellers to offer services as well as goods. 

With regards to the claims rejected as taught by Pallakoff, the examiner would 
like to point out that the reference teaches the claimed limitations and thus provides 
adequate support for the claimed limitations. Therefore, the examiner maintains that 
Pallakoff taught the claimed limitations. 

Conclusion 

Appjjcarrt&aro§^ the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 

this'Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded 1 ofthe extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). ^ v ' ei! as g:>cds. 

A ^shortehe&statufo final action' is set to expire THREE 

MONTHS from the' Wailing [ date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date r bfthis : final : action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the Ttf REE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however7 will the statutory period for reply expire later 

than SIX MONTHS from ^ ' ■ 

07(a)/ Applicant is reminded of the extension of ii;:io po::- 

^\^, 

, ' .: u:ry yeiiod for repty to iru: : . 

": r .-' Tr ^ r 1 :-^^ rhte of this action. Inci^fc-. * • 
. 3NTHS of the mailing date of this iihal zcl\j\\ ji»J the l ' . !. 
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Any inquiry concerning thiscommunication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thu Thao Havan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-81 1 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571 ) 272-6747. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Jnfprniatio.^ Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct-uspto.aov .l Should; vou ,have questions on access to the Private 

PAIR system? contact" the Eledrohicteusihess Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free). 

-j_Pj_l ca.'i . lormaliy be reacriec- c. :!.:..!' .y-h : . .: 
4/26/2006 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER,-,, - 

■ :-. ■-• iiiization where this application or proceeding is asci^nen is (571 ; : .' 

. + ha avj.^s of an appilcii-vi i . .• . . 

in; ,<• 'f,..:val (PAIR) cyste;.'!. Siu..^ 

• " -.-;?hns is'available through Private PAIR'only. " F ;r mere infor.^"' 

. .;, Sue jutuV/pair- direc t-u^Oa* gov, ^iiouiuy^j* 

u vf Uboi lac c.\&cti\ji)\c Business Cemer w ..: -i . ;v * 




